
Words from the Chair
Dear friends,

As we conclude our 
Lenten and Easter 
Seasons I pray and hope 
that the last 90 days 
have been a time of real 
conversion, hope, new 
life and spiritual energy 
for you, your families 
and communities.

Our conference is 
fast approaching 

and contains a wealth of exciting keynote and 
workshop presentations.  From beginners to 
advanced practitioners the conference will have 
a wealth of engaging information which you will 
be able to implement back in your own parish 
communities.  Nick Wagner from TeamRCIA is 
looking forward to being out here, and from the 
webinar which I watched earlier on last month, 
is an engaging and informative speaker who is 
well worth hearing.  The Perth team is doing a 
fantastic job in organising the conference and 
please be in touch with them if you need any 
assistance, especially with accommodation as 
they have billeting options available.  

The conference also provides an opportunity 
to become further involved in the running 
of the Network and thus we are looking for 
new members of the executive team.  Four of 
us are stepping down and so we are looking 
for some new faces to continue the work of 
providing benefit and resources to yourselves 
the members.  The work of the executive is a 
fruitful experience and I strongly encourage 
you to nominate yourself or a colleague to 
become a member of this team.  A nomination 
form is included with this edition of Network 
News.

Similarly, we are looking for a possible host 
diocese for the 2018 conference.  As you 
know we like to announce the next host 
at the current conference so please again 
submit your diocese as a possible host.  The 
application form can be downloaded from our 
website.

Looking forward to seeing you all in October.

Darren
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6-9 OCTOBER 2016 
RCIA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

Updates:www.cianetwork.net/ 
Registrations: http://www.trybooking.com/KKKC 

 

 

 

International Keynote Speaker 
Nick Wagner TeamRCIA 

Nick Wagner is the director and founder of TeamRCIA.com. He has more than 
25 years’ experience as a leader and trainer in liturgical and catechetical 
ministries. He has a gift for translating theological principles into simple and clear 
language that inspires joy, commitment and passion for faith. 

 
 

West Australian Keynote Speaker 
Fr Tony Chiera VG 

Fr Tony Chiera is currently on the staff of the Pastoral Office in the Diocese of 
Bunbury working in adult faith and liturgical development, and is also Vicar 
General for Bunbury Diocese.  He has been a priest of the Bunbury Diocese for 
over 30 years, with a particular charism for the ministry of RCIA.  Fr Tony is an 
important asset and mentor for the process of RCIA, renowned for his ability to 
enthuse and transform. 

 
 
 

 

After 20 years Perth is hosting the RCIA National 
Conference, with Western Australia’s sharing our warmth 

and hospitality. 
Venue:                                                                      

Metro Hotel 
61 Canning Hwy, South Perth WA 6151 

 
Searching for accommodation in Perth try the            

following websites: 
Airbnb www.airbnb.com 
Expedia www.expedia.com 
Trivago www.trivago.com.au/ 
Booking.com www.booking.com/city/au/perth.html 

 

Billeting is possible please contact Karen Hart   E: rcia.cfl@perthcatholic.org.au 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

JOURNEY TO THE SOURCE 

MORE DETAILS ON PAGES 14-17 ...
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If, as Pope Francis says, the Church is a field 
hospital after battle, imagine the multitudes 
of hurting people he sees as he looks over 
the world. Imagine he then turns to us – the 
catechists, the teachers, the pastoral leaders – 
and says, ‘Go. Heal the wounds.’ What would we 
do first?

First proclamation –  
time to use our words
The first thing to do is this: proclaim that Jesus 
Christ saves us.

Does that make you a little uncomfortable? 
Catholics aren’t used to speaking that way – 
walking up to people and asking them if they are 
saved or if they know Jesus is their saviour.

But those are the pope’s exact words: ‘The most 
important thing is the first proclamation: Jesus 
Christ has saved you’ (‘A Big Heart Open to God,’ 
America, September 30, 2013; emphasis added).

If it makes you uncomfortable, take a breath. 
Relax. There is a Catholic way of making that 
first proclamation that doesn’t seem so odd to 
us. That’s what the rest of this article is about. 
But there is one thing we do have to agree on 
before we go further. We Catholics are very 
fond of citing the quote attributed to St. Francis 
of Assisi: ‘Preach the gospel at all times; if 
necessary, use words.’

What we have to agree on is that it is now 
necessary to use words. We must continue our 
‘wordless witness,’ but our actions will cause 
people to ask questions. And we have to be ready 
to answer with some Catholic version of: ‘Jesus 
Christ has saved you.’

The pope calls this announcement the first 
proclamation. Theologians call it the kerygma. The 
first proclamation is the fundamental message 

of Jesus. Think of it as Jesus’ elevator speech. If 
you had to boil down the message of Jesus to 
its essential parts, what would that be? That’s 
the story we have to tell. That story, the first 
proclamation, has nine parts. We’re going to get 
to those, but first we have to look at why Pope 
Francis thinks it is so important that we focus 
on this first proclamation.

Focus on Jesus,  
and heal the wounds
The pope sees a crisis in the world today, one 
unlike any other. There is suffering on a scale 
we have never before experienced. The church, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, can heal 
this great suffering. But, the pope says, ‘The 
church sometimes has locked itself up in small 
things, in small-minded rules’ (‘A Big Heart 
Open to God’).

So what do we do? What would you do if you 
were pope?

The pope’s solution is to return to a focus on 
Jesus’ essential story. If you remember the story 
of the blind man in the gospel, what did Jesus 
do? He healed the blindness. The same thing 
with Samaritan woman. He healed her shame. 
And Lazarus. Jesus restored him to life.

Jesus heals. Jesus saves. That is what is essential.

Pope Francis says we cannot get distracted by 
the small things:

To get diverted by many secondary or 
superfluous things does not help; what helps is 
to focus on the fundamental reality, which is the 
encounter with Christ…. (October 14, 2013)

As catechists, our vocation is to heal the 
wounds. That may not sound right to you. You 
might think our vocation is to teach.

The nine most important steps  
for making disciples 

By Nick Wagner, TeamRCIA (reprinted with permission)

http://pages.citebite.com/y5q1p3b2a7hps
http://pages.citebite.com/y5q1p3b2a7hps
http://marker.to/ujbFYf
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But what do we teach? We teach the first 
proclamation – Jesus Christ has saved you.

On the lips of the catechist the first proclamation 
must ring out over and over: ‘Jesus Christ loves 
you; he gave his life to save you; and now he 
is living at your side every day to enlighten, 
strengthen and free you.’ (Joy of the Gospel, 164)

What does ‘first’ mean?
It is important to understand how the pope is 
using the word first.

When I think of my wife, I think of her as my 
first love. She is not ‘first’ in the sense that she 
is the first woman I fell in love with. Nor is she 
‘first’ in the sense that someday there will be a 
second or third love, an improved Wife 2.0. She 
is first in my heart. She is first and foremost.

The first proclamation is not first because there 
is a second and third announcement that will 
eclipse what came first. It is first in the sense of 
best or top priority. It is the proclamation that is 
proclaimed again and again, in every situation, 
in every age. Every time we proclaim it and 
every time we hear it, the announcement takes 
on new and deeper meaning. There isn’t some 

‘real catechesis’ that we are waiting for. This is 
it. Here is how the pope says it:

We must not think that in catechesis the 
kerygma gives way to a supposedly more 
‘solid’ formation. Nothing is more solid, 
profound, secure, meaningful and wisdom-
filled than that initial proclamation. All 
Christian formation consists of entering more 
deeply into the kerygma, which is reflected 
in and constantly illumines, the work of 
catechesis, thereby enabling us to understand 
more fully the significance of every subject 
which the latter treats. It is the message 
capable of responding to the desire for the 
infinite which abides in every human heart.

The centrality of the kerygma calls for stressing 
those elements which are most needed today:

it has to express God’s saving love which 
precedes any moral and religious obligation 
on our part;
it should not impose the truth but appeal to 
freedom;
it should be marked by joy, encouragement, 
liveliness and a harmonious balance which 
will not reduce preaching to a few doctrines 
which are at times more philosophical than 
evangelical. (Joy of the Gospel, 165; emphasis 
added)

Our RCIA job description
In that short paragraph, Pope Francis lays out 
our entire catechetical agenda. If you were to 
write out a job description for RCIA catechists 
(or any catechist), you could just go with what 
the pope has given us here.

What is most needed today?
1. God’s saving love (not moral and religious 

obligation)
2. Freedom (not imposed truth)
3. Joy, encouragement, liveliness, balance (not a 

few philosophical doctrines)

We have to think about this carefully. The pope 
is not saying we don’t need morality, religion, 
truth, or doctrine. He is saying those things 
are embedded in the first proclamation. If we 
effectively proclaim God’s love – in way that is 
freeing and joyful – the secondary aspects of our 
faith will naturally take root.
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Where we stumble
Here is what too often happens in our RCIA 
processes. A seeker comes to us, suffering from 
some great wound. Somehow, they have heard 
that the pope, or Jesus, or the church might be 
able to help them heal from their wound. So 
they come to us, and they say something like, 
‘How do I become Catholic?’

Too often, we fail to go deeper, to discover the 
wound that needs healing. Instead, we say, ‘To 
become Catholic, you have to come to these 36 
classes that start in September and finish by 
Easter.’ Because it is our vocation to ‘teach,’ 
sometimes we feel obligated to teach doctrine as 
our first task.

But our first task is to heal the wounds. And we 
do that by announcing the good news, the first 
proclamation, that Jesus has saved us.

Three kinds of seekers
Hang on, we’re going to get to the nine parts 
of that first proclamation. Before we do that, 
however, it is important to know who we are 
talking to.

If we go back to our opening image of the church 
as a field hospital, there are different kinds of 
wounds to attend to. Some people have more 
serious wounds than others and need urgent 
attention. Broadly speaking, there are three 
kinds of people we have to attend to. We have 
to shape our first proclamation to fit each type. In 
order of urgency, the three are:
1. unbelievers and those indifferent to the faith
2. true seekers who are not yet true believers
3. believers in need of constant renewal

1. Unbelievers

Those who don’t believe or are indifferent to the 
faith are our first priority. Their wounds are the 
most serious. When we want to communicate 
God’s saving love to unbelievers, we have to start 
with the ‘silent witness’ of the way we live. Pope 
Francis says that there are four behaviors by 
which Christians will be known.
1. love
2. harmony
3. joy
4. suffering

FREE WEBINAR – NINE STEPS FOR MAKING 
DISCIPLES FOR CATECHISTS, TEACHERS,  
RCIA TEAMS AND ALL MINISTRY LEADERS

If, as Pope Francis says, the Church is a field 
hospital after battle, imagine the multitudes of 
hurting people he sees as he looks over the world. 
Imagine he then turns to us –the catechists, the 
teachers, the pastoral leaders –and says, ‘Go. Heal 
the wounds.’  What would we do first?

How do we journey with people on the road to 
discipleship?

This free webinar describes the nine most 
important steps for making disciples. If you want 
to respond to Pope Francis’s call to heal the 
wounds, don’t miss this important training.

Hosted by TeamRCIA this webinar will inspire 
and support your ministry as a catechist, teacher, 
RCIA leader or team member and indeed within 
any area of ministry. 

Originally run in April, the Christian Initiation 
Australia Network asked TeamRCIA if it could be 
‘repeated’ for our members. We are very grateful 
to Nick Wagner* and TeamRCIA who have placed 

it online for the period  
13th June – 24th June 2016.  

Follow the link:  
http://teamrcia.com/catalog/
australia-the-nine-essential-
strategies-for-making-lifelong-
disciples-online-training-
course/

Password: 
CatholicAustralia

*Nick will be the keynote speaker at the national 
RCIA conference in October and will speak in 
dioceses around Australia in September.

http://teamrcia.com/catalog/australia-the-nine-essential-strategies-for-making-lifelong-disciples-online-training-course/
http://teamrcia.com/catalog/australia-the-nine-essential-strategies-for-making-lifelong-disciples-online-training-course/
http://teamrcia.com/catalog/australia-the-nine-essential-strategies-for-making-lifelong-disciples-online-training-course/
http://teamrcia.com/catalog/australia-the-nine-essential-strategies-for-making-lifelong-disciples-online-training-course/
http://teamrcia.com/catalog/australia-the-nine-essential-strategies-for-making-lifelong-disciples-online-training-course/
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These four ways of living give evidence of our 
faith and give evidence to the world about what 
we believe. It is by living according to these 
principles that unbelievers will begin to see 
what it is to live in freedom and joy.

If we live this way, we will become curiosities 
for others. Our behavior will seem odd. It will 
raise questions. Pope Francis says that living 
as Christians through love, harmony, joy, and 
suffering gives rise to questions:

When unbelievers become curious about our 
lives, we have the opportunity to invite them to 
explore a relationship with Jesus.

2. Seekers

When curiosity results in a genuine desire to 
know more, unbelievers become seekers. Seekers 
are our second priority. They have started to 
heal. We think of seekers as having a spark of 
faith, but not yet a grounded, solid faith. When 
we start to see signs of healing and conversion 
in the hearts of the seekers, we can begin a 
deeper conversation about the first proclamation.

Some signs of conversion we might look for 
include:

in Christ

prayer

Christian community (see RCIA 42)

Once seekers are really ready to go deeper, we 
can develop the first proclamation through four 
key lenses:
1. How do Christians hear and obey the living 

Word of God?
2. How do Christians experience Jesus living 

beside us every day?
3. How do Christians express their joy, 

especially through praise and worship of God?
4. How do Christians extend Jesus’ mission of 

mercy into the world? 

3. Believers

True believers are those who have committed 
to live as disciples of Jesus according to the four 
disciplines listed above. Believers can still suffer 
from their wounds, but we have been saved from 
death. We have been healed.

JUBILEE OF MERCY • VIDEOS

Living Biblically: Mercy in the Scriptures 

In 2015 Archbishop Coleridge 
presented a series of talks on 
Living Biblically in a Secular World. 

The new Living Biblically series 
for 2016 will focus on ‘mercy’. 
The first session is now 
available as video and audio. 

In this session Archbishop Coleridge outlines how 
mercy is the very action of who God is. This first 
session highlights how this ‘Mercy-God’ calls the 
people of Israel to be the living embodiment of 
mercy from Genesis right through to the New 
Testament.

Living Biblically: Mercy

A God of Mercy, A People of Mercy 

In these two talks Fr Stephen 
Bevans SVD explores 
contemporary issues for the 
Church and our Christian 
mission to the world through 
the lens of mercy. His 
presentation is engaging 
and he quotes from a diverse range of sources 
– Shakespeare, poets, popes and novelists as 
well as scripture – to illustrate and illuminate his 
message.
Presentation at St Bernard’s parish,  
Upper Mt Gravatt, 30th April, 2016. 
A God of Mercy  (58 mins)
A People of Mercy  (36 mins)

http://marker.to/p9JZSY
http://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/broader-church/living-biblically-in-a-secular-world/
https://youtu.be/iTukFp2tPJA
https://youtu.be/uLRfYNaKr1M
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As disciples, we are continually going deeper 
into the first proclamation. We never cease 
exploring the depths of its meaning for us. 
Imagine you are Mary at the tomb. You are 
bereft. You don’t know how you can go on. And 
then Jesus says your name. Your name. At that 
moment, you recognize him. You are instantly 
freed from your desolation. You know him, and 
he knows you. You are so overjoyed, you run to 
tell the others. You run to tell the whole world.

Would you ever tire of that? Would you ever 
run out of things to say? Would you ever 
leave that life-changing event behind for 
some supposedly more solid form of Christian 
formation? Of course not. It would define your 
entire life as a disciple.

The nine parts  
of the first proclamation
The first proclamation can be a kind gesture or 
a word. It can be a timely mention of a name, 
perhaps Jesus’ name. But no matter how brief or 
seemingly inconsequential, the first proclamation is 
always charged. It carries meaning within meaning 
within meaning. It reveals great mystery while at 
the same time hiding even greater mystery. It is 
the death of who we were and the birth of who we 
were made to be. It is an encounter with a person, 
the person of Jesus Christ.

The first proclamation is essentially a story. It has a 
beginning, a climax, and an end.

1. The most important lesson – God is madly 
in love with us

2. God became one of us – the Incarnation
3. What Jesus did and why it matters – the 

gospel message

4. The sacrifice Jesus made for us
5. The Resurrection of Jesus
6. The offer of eternal life

7. Everybody matters – and the poor matter 
the most

8. The secret to discipleship – not getting 
stuck in ‘church’

9. Announce the good news – we go and 
make disciples

These nine elements make up the content of the 
first proclamation – the kerygma. As catechists, 
this is what we teach. This is all we teach.

We start at the beginning – God is madly in 
love with you. When someone says, ‘How do 
I become Catholic,’ we find some way to tell 
them, ‘God is madly in love with you.’ When 
someone is crying at work, we tell them, ‘God is 
madly in love with you.’ When a family member 
is mean to us, we try hard to remember and 
communicate, ‘God is madly in love with you.’

Maybe the way we ‘say’ that is a wordless 
witness. Maybe what we say doesn’t even have 
the word ‘God’ in the sentence. We have to shape 
our message to one of the three levels of seekers 
we talked about earlier. We have to announce 
the first proclamation in a way that makes sense 
to the seeker. If someone is hungry, just saying 
Jesus is the Bread of Life won’t communicate 
God’s love nearly as well as a sandwich will.

When Pope Francis looks out over the field 
and sees all those who are in great pain and 
darkness, he turns to us and says, ‘Go. Heal 
the wounds.’ We can go out with confidence 
knowing we have a great story to tell. And that 
story will heal the world.
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Journey toward a new path of life
by Sr Mary Louise Walsh 
Liturgy Educator, Office for Worship,  
Diocese of Parramatta

Many parishes have the happy experience of a 
person asking to explore membership in the 
Catholic Community. 

We are fortunate to have an excellent formal 
path to follow in welcoming people into the 
Church. This is the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (known as the RCIA). 

This journey takes the individual through a 
process of ‘becoming’. It never really reaches a 
conclusion but has a definite ‘high point’. 

The RCIA journey is marked by a number of 
significant stages or steps which create an 
opportunity for the individual person to come 
to full membership in the Catholic Faith. It is 
often linked to the Liturgical Cycle of the Church 

and usually reaches the ‘high point’ at the Easter 
Vigil, at which the person is fully initiated into 
the Catholic Community. So, are you asking 
yourself: ‘how can we do this here in our own 
parish?’ ‘Would it be more beneficial for those 
wishing to join us than a one to one process?’

The answer is simply YES. 

Those who choose to journey through the 
several stages of the RCIA have the opportunity 
to explore their desire with other like-minded 
individuals and find support in the relationship 
developed throughout the process.

The RCIA process begins with a person being 
recognised as an inquirer or a pre-Catechumen. 
Then after a period of discernment between 
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the individual and those leading the process, 
the person is then formally welcomed into a 
preparation stage and becomes a ‘Catechumen’. 
This welcome occurs at the liturgical rite of 
Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens. 

Those who are preparing for baptism at Easter 
are referred to as catechumens throughout the 
length of instruction and faith development.

Usually on the Second Sunday of Lent, (prior 
to the expected time of initiation) the Church 
recognises and affirms the Catechumen’s 
eagerness and readiness for initiation. After the 
Rite of Election or Enrolment of Names each 
catechumen becomes a member of the Elect.

The Rite of Election marks the climax of 
preparation prior to the Elect being presented for 
initiation into the Catholic Church.

After Initiation the person is known as a 
Neophyte. This stage includes a guided process 
usually between Easter and Pentecost (known 
as the period of Mystagogia). The Neophyte 

continues with the group reflection and has the 
support of those who have journeyed with them 
to Initiation. In some dioceses the conclusion of 
this period of continued support is marked by 
a Diocesan gathering at Pentecost when all the 
newly initiated Catholics gather with others of 
the Diocese to give thanks in a formal way for 
the gift they have received. It is a significant 
stage in the on-going journey into familiarity 
with and living as a Catholic. 

These neophytes have begun in earnest their 
journey of full membership of the Catholic 
Church. The wider Catholic Community has an 
opportunity at this significant celebration to join 
with the new Catholics in praising God for the 
gift of faith and showing gratitude for those who 
have chosen to become members of the Catholic 
Community.

This article was originally published in the Catholic 
Outlook, Diocese of Parramatta (May 2106).

NEW WEBSITE FOR 
CHRISTIAN INITIATION 
AUSTRALIA NETWORK
The website for your  national RCIA organisation, 
Christian Initiation Australia Network, has had a 
major revision and redesign. 

The national executive (members from 
Wollongong, Perth, Brisbane, Townsville, Darwin,  
Melbourne and Wagga Wagga) has been hard at 
work creating new content and a cleaner, simpler 
design. 

Check out all the great resources that are 
available. Can’t find that last copy of Network 
News? No problem! Cheryl Rens keeps copies on 
the CIAN website.

Stewart Bazzica has done a tremendous job 
redesigning the website. It has a ‘clean look’ 
and this makes navigating around the website 
a breeze. Stewart would be delighted if you 
participate and contribute to discussions on our 
Facebook page.

www.cianetwork.net

www.facebook.com/CIANRCIA

ONLINE REGISTRATION

http://www.cianetwork.net/
http://www.facebook.com/CIANRCIA
https://www.trybooking.com/Booking/BookingEventSummary.aspx?eid=183819
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After that first elation
by Susanne Kowal  
(assistant to the director in the department for formation  
in Plymouth Diocese, UK, coordinates the RCIA for the diocese  
and helps with the process in her own parish)

A worryingly large number of new Catholics 
stop coming to Mass not long after being 
received. Too little work has been done to 
investigate and explain this, but it appears from 
the available evidence that there is much the 
Church could do to help the situation.

It is now a few months since a number of new 
Catholics (neophytes) were received into the 
Church at the Easter Vigil, and, with the period 
of post  baptismal catechesis (or mystagogia) now 
finished as far as the parish process is concerned, 
it is time for parishes to re-evaluate the process 
and look ahead.

I was surprised to hear from a woman who was 
received a few years ago that she now doesn’t 
come to Mass any more. Her parish is known 
for being a welcoming and active parish and the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) team 
is friendly. She told me how the highlights of 
her journey in faith had been the Rite of Election 
and the Easter Vigil and she talked about how 
enthusiastic she had been on experiencing the 
teachings of the Church and how to live them 
out. She said that the parishioners had been very 
encouraging to her during the whole process; 
but, she said, this changed after the Easter Vigil. 
She told me that she felt absolutely elated at 
her baptism - full of hope and expectations 
of what it was going to be like in her new 
‘spiritual home’ and she could not stop talking 
about it. Only a few weeks later, however, she 
felt isolated and abandoned; the community 
appeared to show no further interest in her. She 
struggled for four years, and then just gave up.

The RCIA reminds us that ‘the entire community 
must help the candidates and the catechumens 
throughout the process of initiation’ (RCIA.9). 
After my conversation with this woman, I had 
to ask myself when people think this process 
ends. Perhaps they think that, after the baptism 

at the Easter Vigil or after the post-baptismal 
catechesis at Pentecost, the neophytes are fully 
initiated members of the community and they 
no longer need to be invited to join in any parish 
activity. How different it might have been for 
this woman if the parish had a ‘new Catholics’ 
group - where they could continue to meet 
until they had gradually become involved in the 
activities of the parish.

A major concern expressed by priests, catechists 
and sponsors alike is why so many people who 
seem committed to taking this step on their 
faith journey then fall away from practice (or, to 
use the more common term, lapse). The figure 
is thought by some parish priests to be about 20 
per cent.

Maybe we should begin by asking why the vast 
majority of new Catholics stay - and appear 
to settle happily in our parishes and engage 
energetically in the mission and ministry 
within the parish. Indeed, it is widely known 
that their contribution to the life of the local 
and wider Church is immense. A recent study 
undertaken in the Plymouth Diocese considered 
these questions. Interviews with more than 30 
‘new’ Catholics who had been received into the 
Church between four and 15 years ago revealed 
interesting responses. All of them confirmed 
that they had valued the RCIA process. Most of 
them found the parish congregation encouraging 
and interested. Only one interviewee felt that 
the sessions included too much doctrine; and 
only one felt that there was too little doctrine. 
Candidates found it encouraging to be asked to 
share their faith journey with the catechists and 
sponsors. They responded favourably to hearing 
the beliefs and teachings of the Church.

When we spoke to those who now feel they 
belong to the community, each one was keen 
to stress that the inclusive spirit of welcome 
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both during and after the process had been of 
paramount importance and was, in fact, the 
overriding factor in their settling into the 
community. Many of them had be  come engaged 
in parish ministry or in some activity ranging 
from taking a turn on the tea and coffee rota to 
being ordained to the permanent diaconate.

Having interviewed a number of the lapsed ‘new’ 
Catholics, it would appear that the reasons for 
their not practising are many and varied. One 
woman we spoke to was in her early 30s. She 
had married young; she was expecting her first 
child when her husband of a few months left 
her. She never saw him again and the marriage 
ended in divorce. With her son later at a 
Catholic primary school, she was drawn to and 
later initiated into the Catholic Church. Some 
eight years later she met someone, and wanted 
to marry him. Realising the difficulty she faced, 
she approached her parish priest; but he had no 
time to see her. After two more unsuccessful 
attempts, she was never seen again at Mass.

A more uncommon dilemma is when one 
partner in a marriage decides to become 
Catholic - but without the full consent of their 
non-Catholic or anti-Catholic partner - only to 
discover later that the fact of coming to Mass on 
a Sunday drives a wedge in their marriage. These 
cases may sound extreme; they are just a few 
of the situations that the local study uncovered 
after interviewing people who had lapsed. The 
most overwhelming reason for not settling in 

to the Church was the lack of welcome from 
the parish community. According to the people 
interviewed, the adjustment from being part of a 
small intimate RCIA group into being part of the 
larger parish community was like being thrown 
to the lions. Some felt that we invite them to the 
feast but forget the after-dinner conversation.

No questions were needed to prompt these 
people to explain why it had not worked out for 
them and to hear them express their sadness. 
They were seemingly anxious to help the Church 
get it right in the future. A few had returned 
to their previous denomination; others were 
disillusioned, angry and hurt.

In conclusion, we believe that we have to ask 
ourselves some uncomfortable questions about 
how we welcome people and how we invite 
people to be involved in our parishes - especially 
when it concerns those we meet on the 
threshold.

Susanne Kowal is assistant to the director in the 
department for formation in Plymouth Diocese, 
coordinates the RCIA for the diocese and helps 
with the process in her own parish. She recently 
completed her MA in Pastoral Theology through St 
Mary’s College.

First published in The Tablet (21 July 2007).  
Reproduced with permission of the publisher  
http://www.thetablet.co.uk 

LITURGY BRISBANE RESOURCES FOR THE NEWLY-BAPTISED  
AND RECENTLY-RECEIVED

The Order of Mass
This booklet contains the Order of 
Mass with all Eucharistic Prayers 
as well as the Solemn Blessings 
and the Rite for Sprinkling Water. A 
valuable resource for catechumens, 
candidates and ‘new Catholics’ to 

familiarise themselves with the Mass. 

$5.95  - With GST     $5.40 - Without GST
$4.40 (25 or more) - With GST
$4.00 (25 or more) - Without GST

Sacrament of Penance: 
Individual Reconciliation 
brochure
It will help them prepare for 
individual reconciliation and 
celebrate the rite candidates who 
wish to celebrate Reconciliation 

before meaningfully. It is also useful for reception 
into Full Communion.

$1.32 each - With GST        $1.20 each - Without GST

www.liturgybrisbane.net.au

http://www.thetablet.co.uk
http://liturgybrisbane.net.au/
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Being smart about RCIA
From the Archives. This article was written a few years back by John Francis Collins.  
At that point John was working at the Catholic Enquiry Centre.  
He is now a lecturer in Practical and Pastoral Theology at the  
Catholic Institute of Sydney. 

He has also, since writing this article, adapted to ‘smart’ phones and other new-fangled gadgets! 

Over the last couple of months I have made 
a real effort to join the online generation. 
I purchased a Smart Phone and Tablet and 
upgraded my mobile phone plan to include data 
downloading. Finally I was catching up. There 
were Apps to download, some I had to pay for, 
e-books to be read and YouTube clips to be 
watched. It was all very exciting. Like everyone 
else in the train on the way home I could look at 
a screen and feel connected. Don’t get me wrong, 
I understand the need for wearing headphones 
and playing a game in what looks like sweets 
moving around a screen. I am not sure that as 
human beings we were ever designed to travel 
like cattle in enclosed spaces, so anything that 
helps to make the daily commute easier gets my 
vote.

It did not take too long however for the romance 
to wear off. I am not sure if it was the network 
I was with or the fact that everyone else 
appears to want to get online at the same time 
but I found I could not even stream ABC radio 
through my Smart phone as I waited on the 
station. Then there was the time I tried to move 
some money into my son’s bank account using 
my smart phone. (Dad I need money) I was at 
the football at the time. As it turned out I could 
not even get a SMS out to tell him that I was 
having difficulty accessing the bank website. As 
you might guess the gloss was starting to rub 
off these shiny new devices. At home I could 
connect the tablet via through WiFi and I found 
myself searching for reasons to use the device. 
While I could read on the device it was not 
really designed as an aid to writing.

However, it was when I realised that I could not 
watch the AFL replays on my tablet or phone 
that the last straw and I began to ask myself 
what I had bought and why I had bought these 
devices. (What does Android mean anyway?) 
Thankfully I was still in the cooling off period 

and I could get my money back. The store took 
them back without question and credited the 
money back to my card. I shook the dust from 
my sandals and banked the money to be spent 
on something useful.

Perhaps it is the case that if I had been more 
patient and had a team of friends and colleagues 
with similar devices who could have schooled 
me in the multiple uses that these devices can 
apparently do I may have kept them. As it is I 
am well rid of them.

One of the sad realities of the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is that it seems 
that a large proportion of newly baptised and 
confirmed Catholics cease to practice their newly 
found faith not too long after they are welcomed 
into the Church. In the light of my experience 
with ‘smart devices’ I wonder if there is a lesson 
to be learned in terms of living life as a Catholic.

RCIA is an exciting time for all concerned. The 
catechumens are eager as they take steps to be 
baptised. The catechists are excited as they get 
an opportunity to share their faith and sponsors 
are enthusiastic as they get to travel a faith 
journey with another. The high point of the Rite 
is of course at the Easter Vigil when those in 
RCIA get the sense that they are the reason for 
the season. On the biggest night on the Church 
calendar catechumens are front and centre; 
soaked to the skin in new white garments and 
there is a wonderful sense of celebration.

Next Sunday the newly baptised are members 
of the congregation and perhaps for the first 
time they experience the ordinariness of the 
extraordinary prayer that we call the Mass. 
Perhaps they wait after Mass but no one talks 
to them. Everyone is busy talking to friends 
or rushing off to other activities. A first little 
chink in the post-baptismal glow. Gradually as 
the neophytes begin to realise that following 
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baptism all of their life-problems are still with 
them and as Sunday Mass begins to take on 
something of a routine hue, they may begin to 
ask themselves “What have I joined and why did 
I think that becoming a Catholic would make a 
difference in my life?”

It is not hard to stop practicing, miss a Sunday 
here and there, find that life is busier than 
before and without out even having to ask for 
a refund they have shaken the dust from their 
feet and are lost to the Church and to the parish 
community.

For parishioners involved in RCIA part of 
your role may be to manage the expectations 
of catechumens as to what impact baptism 
will have in their life. As a parish community 

perhaps there is a need to ensure that a new 
team take over in supporting the neophytes 
after they have been received into the Church. 
Often the RCIA team are in need of a break as 
understandably they take some time out to 
prepare the next cohort.

I read recently that following his extraordinary 
conversion experience it took Paul about 13 
years before he really understood what it was 
to be a Christian. It seems during this time 
the apostles were also gradually coming to 
understand the significance of the resurrection 
of Jesus and the descent of the Holy Spirit. As a 
Church we are still engaged in this task.

Conversion is a human dynamic; it impacts 
every aspect of our being; body, soul and 
spirit, but not all at once and not in simple 
linear progression. Baptism is a significant 
event in the process of conversion but just 
as Paul needed the support of the Christian 
community to make sense of his extraordinary 
experience of conversion all new members of 
the Church require the ongoing support of the 
parish community as they make sense of the 
implications of their ordinary experience of 
conversion to Catholicism.

Without intentional ongoing support from 
the parish community we may find that our 
new Catholics, not long after baptism may be 
asking what did I join? and why did I become a 
Catholic?

THE WORD AMONG US • DAILY MEDITATIONS
A great way for catechumens and neophytes to reflect on the daily 
readings. Each edition includes a number of short inspiring articles 
followed by a meditation on one of the daily readings (one page for 
each day). 

The June edition has two excellent articles by Robert Ellsberg (Editor 
of Orbis Books) on ‘The Life and Influence of Dorothy Day’. 

This 64 page magazine is available in Australia from Evangelisation 
Resources Down Under (ERDU) and, for a limited time, if you email the 
director, Bernadette Holdsworth, you can request a free copy as a ‘try 
before you buy – no strings attached!’ 

A subscription is only $64 (includes postage and GST) – less for 
parishes. 

For more information: 

www.erdu.com.au        Or email: office@erdu.com.au

http://www.erdu.com.au/
mailto:http://www.erdu.com.au/?subject=sample%20book


 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSIONS 
 

Ursula O’Rourke The Rites  
RCIA Introduction: Celebrating the Liturgical Rites within  
the RCIA Journey 

Beginner  

Max Norden Catechesis Teaching the Liturgy: What, When & How Much? Expanded 

Nick Wagner Spirituality Journey to the Source in the Year of Mercy Expanded 

Fr Joe Parkinson 
Marriage & 
Annulment 

Moral issues facing RCIA 
Expanded 

	

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSIONS 
 

Mary McPhee Team Formation  RCIA Introduction: Stages of the Rite Beginner  

Sue Thomas Parish Formation Let's Get Together: Multi-Parish Collaboration Expanded 

Mandy Robinson Catechesis - Youth Nurturing Faith in the Family Expanded 

Helen Medina Prayer How to Lead the Enquirer into a Prayer Experience Beginner 
	

SATURDAY MORNING SESSIONS 
 

Mary McPhee Team Formation  [repeat] RCIA Introduction: Stages of the Rite Beginner  

Anthony Gooley Ecumenism Reception of Christians: Gift & Communion Expanded 

Nick Wagner & 
Stewart Bazzica 

Technology Using Technology a Guide for Embracing the Future 
Expanded 

Sue Thomas Parish Formation Doing the Best with What you Have: Ongoing Catechumenate Expanded 	

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSIONS 
 

Chris de Silva Liturgical Music Music in the RCIA Rituals Beginner  

Rev Fr Elio Capra  Teen RCIA What do Christ & the Church have to offer young people Expanded 

Darren McDowell Parish Formation A Holistic Parish Approach to Initiation & RCIA Expanded 

Susan Crowe Team Formation RCIA Teams as Ministry Beginner 
	

SUNDAY MORNING SESSIONS 
 

Helen Medina Prayer [repeat] How to Lead the Enquirer into a Prayer Experience Beginner 

Max Norden Catechesis Topic & Mystagocial: Combining for Dynamic Catechesis Expanded 

Br Pat Cronin Catechesis Using the Gospel of John for the Scrutinies Expanded 

Paul Mason Liturgical Music Singing the Psalms of Purification & Enlightenment Expanded 
	

NATIONAL CONFERENCE: Keynote Presenters

Nick Wagner: 
New Tools for a New Age

Fr Tony Chiera VG 
Jouney to the SourceWorkshops

Reinvigorate, renew and ‘Return to the Source’  
at our national conference! Register online NOW!

PERTH 2016

https://www.trybooking.com/Booking/BookingEventSummary.aspx?eid=183819
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Bazzica, Stewart and Wagner, Nick
Technology – Using technology, a guide for 
embracing the future

Workshop Description: To provide participants with an outline 
of using technology to bring remote teams to assist in the RCIA 
process.

Biography: Stewart professionally works for IBM.  He is a 
member of the Perth RCIA Archdiocesan Committee and is 
the Deputy Chair of the CIAN, and has been a past president of 
Australian Catechumenate Network.

Biography:  Nick Wagner is the director and founder of 
TeamRCIA.com. He has more than 25 years’ experience as a 
leader and trainer in liturgical and catechetical ministries. He 
has a gift for translating theological principles into simple and 
clear language that inspires joy, commitment and passion for 
faith.

Capra, Rev. Dr. Elio 
RCIA for Children and Teenagers
Workshop Description: “Let the young ones come to me, for 
the Kingdom of heaven is theirs.”  The story of Jesus welcoming 
children will provide the background to this workshop.  The 
following questions will be explored: What do Christ and 
the Church have to offer children and young people today? 
What are the qualities and characteristics of a parish in order 
to welcome our youth? What are the key elements of their 
catechesis? How does a parish celebrate the rites with young 
people and teenagers? What is the role of family, parish and 
school in their preparation? What are the resources available 
for their formation and preparation? 

The participants are asked to bring a USB to the workshop.

Rev. Dr. Elio Capra is a priest of the Salesians of Don Bosco 
(SDB). He lectures at Catholic Theological College.

Cronin, Br Patrick
Using the Gospel of John for the Scrutinies 
and the mystagogy
Workshop Description: Participants will discuss how the 
Gospel of John is used in the Scrutinies, and the mystagogy in 
development of the spiritual life.

Biography: Br Patrick Cronin is the Diocesan Coordinator of 
RCIA for the Archdiocese of Adelaide.

Crowe, Dr Susan 
Team Formation – RCIA Team as Ministry
Workshop Description: Participants will discuss how the 
Gospel of John is used in the Scrutinies, and the mystagogy in 
development of the spiritual life.

Biography: Dr Susan Crowe is the diocesan contact person for 
RCIA for the Diocese of Ballarat.

Workshop Presenters and Descriptions
[Listed in alphabetical order of presenters]

de Silva, Chris 
Liturgical Music – Music in the RCIA 
Rituals
Workshop Description:  This workshop will focus upon the 
ways in which music can be part of the rituals of the RCIA 
and will aim to equip participants with the resources that will 
enable them to incorporate music into these rituals.

Biography:  Chris deSilva is a Music Consultant to the 
Archdiocese of Perth, Centre for Liturgy.  He is also a music 
composer and choir director.

Gooley, Anthony 
Ecumenism – Reception of Christians –  
Gift and Communion
Workshop Description:  The workshop will examine Part 
II, Section 5 of the Rite, distinguishing between RCIA and 
Reception into Full Communion.  Anthony will explore the 
concept of imperfect and full communion and why this is so 
important; what gifts other Christians bring, and how we might 
receive these while sharing practical strategies on including 
Christians seeking full communion into parish life, as they may 
also contribute to the formation of catechumens.

Biography: Anthony Gooley is a theologian with the Broken Bay 
Institute, Pennant Hills, (Sydney). Anthony also coordinates 
the RCIA Parish Team of Banyo-Nundah in the Brisbane 
Archdiocese.

McDowell, Darren
Parish Formation – A Holistic Parish 
Approach to Initiation and RCIA 
Workshop Description:  The objective of this workshop is 
to explore practicalities of establishing RCIA within the 
parish environment with special emphasis on engaging the 
whole community at each stage of the Rite, including the 
roles of various ministries within the Rite and effectively 
communicating with parish ministries.

Biography: Darren has been the RCIA Coordinator for the last 
10 years in the Broken Bay and Wollongong Diocese.  He has 
also been Chair of the Australian Catechumenate Network 
(now CIAN).

McPhee, Mary 
Team Formation – RCIA Introduction:  
Stages of the Rite

Workshop Description: Beginners stream for introducing 
the four stages of the RCIA process: Pre-catechumenate, 
Catechumenate, Purification and Enlightenment and 
Mystagogia. 

Biography: Mary established the RCIA in the parish of Leeton, 
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Diocese of Wagga Wagga in 1985. She is a member of the 
National Executive Committee for CIAN.

Mason, Paul 
Liturgical Music – Singing the Psalms of 
Purification and Enlightenment

Workshop Description: The workshop outline will offer 
opportunity for participants to experience the singing of 
contemporary settings of the Responsorial Psalms of Lent and 
Holy Week with commentary on the power of each Psalm to 
deepen self-reflection and conversion to Christ.  Particular 
focus will be given to the relationship between Psalms, 
Gospels and the 3 Scrutinies of Lent.

Biography: Paul is the Coordinator of Liturgy for the Diocese 
of Wollongong and is a musician and composer of liturgical 
music.

Medina, Helen
Prayer – How to lead the enquirer into a 
prayer experience
Workshop Description: The content outline will explore what 
prayer is; experience both personal and group prayer; and 
practical application of the prayer experience.  

Biography: Helen is a member of the Perth RCIA Archdiocesan 
Committee and a Liturgy Field Officer for the Centre for Liturgy 
in the Archdiocese of Perth.

Norden, Max 
Teaching the Liturgy: what, when and how 
much?
Description: The outline of this workshop will identify the 
different aspects of liturgy that should be taught/discussed 
during the RCIA journey using mystagogical catechesis for 
the pre-catechumenate, catechumenate and the mystagogia 
period; identifying how much detail needs to be given and 
experienced.

Topic Based and Mystagogical Catechesis: 
combining both for dynamic and stimulating 
catechesis
Description: The outline will include participants sharing their 
current methods for catechesis during the catechumenate; 
defining topic based catechesis, its history and mystagogical 
catechesis; participants will workshop topics from RCIA #75, 
76, and 78 with mystagogical catechesis for those topics.

Biography: Max Norden lives in Corrimal NSW, and is currently 
the RCIA Coordinator of Lumen Christi Pastoral Region of 
Wollongong NSW.  

O’Rourke sgs, Sr Ursula
The Rites – Celebrating the Liturgical Rites 
within the RCIA Journey
Workshop Description: The outline of the workshop will cover 
what the liturgical rites of RCIA are; the principles for preparing 

these rites, as well as exploring the context, elements and 
structure and practice of each of the liturgical rites.

Biography: Sr. O’Rourke is a Good Samaritan Sister and is a 
member of the formation ministry of Holy Spirit Seminary, 
teaching courses in liturgy.  She has over 30 years’ experience 
in RCIA ministry and has worked at both diocesan and national 
levels.

Parkinson, Rev Dr Joe 
Marriage, Annulment and Moral Issues facing 
RCIA
Workshop Description: The definition of Marriage and process 
of annulment in the Church and impediments facing the RCIA 
ministry.

Biography: Fr Joe Parkinson is the Director of the LJ Good 
Bioethics Centre in Perth and in particular offers workshops on 
moral issues that are faced in RCIA.  Fr Joe has been an adviser 
on numerous ethics committees and he holds a licentiate in 
Moral Theology.  

Robinson, Amanda
Catechesis – Nurturing Faith in the Family
Workshop Description: Encouraging RCIA teams to take the 
opportunity to grow faith in the whole family, when children 
are seeking to join the Catholic Church.

Biography: Mandy has been a RCIA Coordinator at various 
parishes in Melbourne and Auckland and is an experienced 
Children’s Catechist.  She has also contributed to various 
Archdiocese of Melbourne resources such as. The Christian 
Initiation of the Young (edited by Elio Capra SDB)

Thomas, Sue
Parish Formation: Let’s get together – multi-
parish collaboration
Workshop Description: Enable participants to explore ways in 
which neighbouring parishes can share resources.

Parish Formation: Doing the best with what 
you have – Ongoing Catechumenate
Workshop Description: Referencing the depth and richness of 
RCIA with participants developing greater appreciation of the 
gifts of the parish community as first and foremost ministering 
to the Rite, and also identifying ways of tapping into these gifts 
in implementing the Rite in their own parish.

Biography: Sue comes with a long experience in the RCIA 
having been a sponsor, catechist, parish and deanery 
coordinator of the Rite. She has a Master in Ministry, chairs the 
Brisbane Archdiocesan Catechumenate Committee and is a 
member of the Brisbane Archdiocesan Commission on Liturgy.

Wagner, Nick
Spirituality - Journey to the Source in the Year 
of Mercy
Biography:  Nick Wagner is the director and founder of 
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Executive  Committee 
Nomination  Form 

 

The future of the Christian Initiation Australia Network depends on 
you, the members. 

You are invited to nominate yourself or someone else to be an executive 
member of the CIAN for the next two years 

 
I wish to nominate the following person to serve on the Executive Committee of the 
Christian Initiation Australia Network for two (2) years, commencing at the 
National Conference on 6-9 October 2016.   
 
Nominee:  _____________________ Arch/diocese:  ________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________      

Phone:  ______________________________________________________________  

Email:  _______________________________________________________________  

Background & Experience: ____________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________  

 

Signature of Nominee:  ___________________________ Date:   _____________  

Nominated by:  ___________________  Signature:  ________________________  

 
Once received nominations will be reviewed and seconded, in accordance with the 
CIAN Constitutions, by the CIAN Executive Committee. 
 
Please return by 20 July to: 
Darren McDowell 
Parish Services Team 
PO Box 1239 
Wollongong NSW 2500 
Email: darren.mcdowell@dow.org.au 
Fax: 4222 2479 



Network News is the quarterly bulletin  
of the Christian Initiation Network Australia. 

The Christian Initiation Australia Network (CIAN)  
is a support network of those who  
share the vision of the catechumenate.  
Its purpose is to promote the practice of  
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)  
through sharing ideas and challenges. 

CIAN Membership is open to all Australians  
who have a commitment to  
and/or work with the RCIA  
in Australia.

Thank you to all who contributed  
to this issue of Network News.

To send feedback or get further information  
about items in Network News, contact the editor: 

Rob Cosgrove, Evangelisation Brisbane

GPO Box 282, Brisbane Q 4001 
T: +61 7 3324 3442 
M: 0400 332 979 
E: cosgrover@bne.catholic.net.au

The next issue will be circulated in August 2016. 

Please send stories to share, news or  
events to publicise,  
articles to contribute or  
resources to recommend  
by 15th July, 2016 to the editor,  
Rob Cosgrove, (contact details above).

www.cianetwork.net


