
Words from the Chair 

Dear friends 

The Power  

of the Story 

Welcome to this final 

edition of Network 

News for 2019. 

As part of some study I’m doing I have been 
immersing myself in books and journals on 
various aspects of RCIA.    Much of this 
literature speaks to the liturgical celebrations 
which are at the heart of the RCIA.  Some 
resources focus on what should be taught, 
what shouldn’t be taught.  Some speak to the 
journey of conversion, not only of the 
catechumens but the parish as well. 

However, the most compelling reading for me 
have been the stories and the remarkable way 
in which the Holy Spirit works in the lives of 
people.  When the neophyte reflects on their 
journey, more often than not there has been 
someone, maybe a grandparent or school 
teacher who planted that initial seed of faith.  
And then, at God’s appointed time, the seed 
sprouts and the life of faith takes hold.   

One such story came via my subscription to the 
Word On Fire Institute1  which I received last 
year for Christmas.  The Institute offers a wide 
range of formation opportunities and access to 
many of Bishop Robert Barron’s films.  Their 
latest offering has been a very up-market 
magazine.  In the inaugural edition is the most 
breathtaking conversion story.  I could not 
abate my tears as I read the story of a woman’s 
entry into the deep mystery of Christ’s love 
after she suffered a number of losses, including 
the death of her teenage son.  Her faith had 
been long neglected, and then, in her suffering 
she reached out to God and His response was 
immediate.   

On our CIAN website we have a series of 
testimonies; each of them unique in their own 
way.  I think what troubled me a little as I 
listened to some of these was the enquirer’s 
initial experience of the Catholic Church.  It was 

often unwelcoming, and far from hospitable.  Yet, 
the Holy Spirit kept nudging them to keep trying.  
The Holy Spirit also strategically placed a person of 
faith within the grasp of the enquirer.  It’s a miracle 
how some people ever make it to the Easter Vigil to 
be welcomed into full-communion with their new 
Catholic family!  Often it’s these diversions and 
hurdles that make the stories so interesting and 
compelling.  If you are in the midst of getting to 
know your catechumens and candidates, then make 
sure you take plenty of time to hear their unique 
stories. 

On a slightly different tangent, I caught up with Nick 
Wagner and Diana Macalintal of TeamRCIA in the 
Diocese of Wollongong recently.  What a charming, 
inspiring and Christ loving couple they are.  
Together with Max Norden we spent almost a day 
filming some short videos.  As soon as Max finds 
some time in his editing studio (aka his lounge 
room) we will start to share the videos with our 
financial members.  There might be a couple of 
freebies!  

As this edition goes to print, I’ve just returned from 
the Victorian RCIA State Conference, held in 
Ballarat.  Although the numbers were quite small, 
all four Victorian dioceses were represented, and a 
number of the attendees were brand new to the 
ministry.  Hopefully, we will be able to bring you a 
summary and some pictures in the February 2020 
issue. 

On your behalf I’d like to thank our Executive Team 

for the work they have done this year: 

Mandy Robinson, Vic. 

Ross Privitelli, Vic. 

Christine Wood, Tas. 

Kathy Horan, SA 

Michael Moore, SA 

Anne Smith, WA 

Max Norden, NSW 

Stewart Bazzica, WA (ex-officio) 

Clare Schwantes, Queensland (National Liturgical 

Council representative) 

Many of these members give countless 
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A Paradigm Shift to Conversion 
Max Norden 

One of the outcomes of Vatican II is 
the reinforcing of the role and 
responsibilities of the baptismal 
priesthood to carry out their primary 
function to evangelise out in the 
world. This paradigm shift gives co-
responsibility to the laity to 
participate with the ordained 
priesthood in the mission of the 
Church. The restoration of the 
catechumenate and the role of the 
laity in it is one of the practical 
outcomes of this paradigm 
shift from Vatican II. 

In Lumen Gentium #31 and 
restated in the Introduction to 
the RCIA, Article 2 of the 
Christian Initiation General 
Instruction (p. x) summarises 
the instruction for all the 
sacraments of initiation, not 
just the RCIA, but also 
including infant Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist. “The 
three sacraments of Christian 
initiation closely combine to bring 
us, the faithful of Christ, to his full 
stature and to enable us to carry out 
the mission of the entire people of 
God in the Church and in the world”. 

The bishops of Vatican II see that 
initiation is to carry out Christ’s 
mission in the world not just to be 
members of the Catholic Church. An 
initiation into a community that 
actively carries out the evangelising 
mission and not just to have some of 
the more active members turn up 
each week to celebrate Eucharist. 

The initiation process and 
sacramental processes that most of 

us grew up with, and still exists, is 
that initiation is all about 
membership into the Catholic 
Church. In some cases, the more 
cynical may suggest it’s all about 
admission to the local Catholic 
school or to silence grandma’s 
complaints. 

The formation for any person 
celebrating these sacraments, or any 

kind of formation itself, the 
catechesis is not primarily to 
become members or to stay 
members, but to learn, understand 
and how to do the mission. 

The mission of the Church is to 
evangelise and as evangelisation 
brings new people into the Church, 
we’re not just giving them their 
Catholic membership ticket, we’re 
bringing them in so that they can 
join in the mission with us. 
Therefore, they have to understand 
what that mission is, and we have to 
train them in how to do this 
missionary work. We are also 
hampered a little in that the training 
process in the reinstated RCIA hasn’t 
existed in the Church since it died 

out in around the sixth 
century until it is 
restored by the bishops 
of Vatican II. 

Accepting the intent of 
initiation expressed by 
Vatican II is the first 
part of the paradigm 
shift. The next part is 

the paradigm shift in the process of 
initiation itself. 

Currently, most parishes have a 
paradigm of cramming in 
information and knowledge through 
catechetical instruction. This 
paradigm focuses importance on 
classroom instruction over 
involvement in the parish 
community. 

The new paradigm is 
all about conversion 
rather than a 
catechetical knowledge 
test. Its focus is on 
shaping and forming 
into an image of Christ 
and an opening of the 
heart to the workings 
of the Holy Spirit. This 
requires a shift in our 
way of thinking, 

moving away from textbooks, 
knowledge and information didactic 
instruction to something that really 
challenges our comfort zone by 
accepting that we can and will use 
the community to teach conversion. 

To further challenge this comfort 
zone, we can take the principles of 
how we initiate new people in the 
Church and apply that to all 
sacramental formation. So, if we 
want first communicants to 
understand the reason for first 
communion, or confirmation 
candidates to understand the 
reason for their confirmation, we 
use the same principles that we use 
for initiation of catechumens to 
help form Catholics in these 
sacramental roles. 

Take the Samaritan woman at the 
well, how much knowledge and 
didactic instruction did Jesus have 
to give her before she made the 
decision to go back on mission to 
evangelise her entire community? 

(Continued on page 4)   
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Words from the Chair An Engineer’s Conversion  
My Testament—Len Rochford  May 2019 

hours of unpaid work so that we can keep 

CIAN viable and useful to all RCIA 

practitioners.   

The CIAN Executive is also very excited to 

be part of the pastoral ministries 

conference to be held in Wollongong, 9-11 

July 2020.  More details can be found in 

this issue of Network News on page 10. 

If you are now fully immersed in the 

messiness of your Parish RCIA process and 

need some help, or would like to share 

some great initiative (or a story!), then 

please don’t be shy to make contact with 

us.  And finally, thank you for all the good 

work you do in this ministry. 

Advent blessings 

Sharon 

1  Word On Fire Institute  

(https://wordonfire.institute/)  

 (Continued from page 1) 

As an engineer I always tried to make rational decisions based on 

careful observation and physical evidence. So how did I come to be-

lieve in God and to join the Catholic Church at the age of 71?  I have 

tried below to describe my journey, truthfully and humbly with God’s 

help, in the hope that it may help others in their own struggles. 

From boyhood I marvelled at the atom, the stars, the earth, trees, 

ourselves, light, and the magnificent sunrise. How did these complex 

and beautiful miracles happen?  Not by accident, or from nothing. 

Some intelligence, which many call God, had created them, and for a 

purpose. But which, if any, of the world’s Gods was he?  

I had only vague religious and moral beliefs until I married my Catho-

lic wife, vowed to help her raise our kids as Catholics, and attended 

church with them (mainly Baptisms, Confirmations, Christmas and 

Easter). I read and thought about world religions, slowly discovering 

that Christianity makes great sense for a thinking person. The Chris-

tian God proved he loves us, by coming down to explain himself, and 

by sacrificing himself on the cross. And he demanded obedience to 

just a few short sensible rules:  Love him, love yourself by striving and 

allowing him to make you the just and faithful person he desires, and 

love others by helping them to do the same.  

I regularly attended Mass (without Communion), studied scripture 

and Christian books, and prayed.  I set about overcoming my failings 

to improve myself in God’s eyes. But I failed. I tried harder, made 

promises to God, made bargains with him, and failed for 20 years. 

Eventually I was forced to admit that I could not do it, and gave my-

self up to God’s mercy to 

do with me as he wished. A 

frightening thing to do, but 

with a wonderful result: my 

struggles began to succeed, 

fear of failure grew into 

hope of success, and on 

these grew strength to per-

severe. 

Several incidents finally 

cemented my conversion. 

The first was my dad’s 

struggle with dementia and 

psychiatric issues. I angrily 

demanded that God explain 

why a frail old man must 

suffer, and into my mind 

came the thought of God’s 

Peace which surpasses all 

understanding [Phil 4:7]. I 

became more peaceful and 

(Continued on page 5) 
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In challenging our current catechetical models for 
sacramental preparation; we can ask: have we 
clericalized them to such an extent that only “qualified” 
catechists progressing through a curriculum can prepare 
candidates for sacraments or catechumens for initiation?  

Surely for all candidates progressing through a 
sacramental process, whether that be: 

• catechumens in the RCIA initiation journey to the 
Easter Vigil,  

• baptised candidates asking for reception into full 
communion of the Catholic Church, or  

• children in a sacramental program (even the word 
“program” infers didactic!),  

we are taking them through a process that is teaching 
and training them to be an evangelist and disciple who 
will go out on mission to live out their discipleship.  

Moving away from the current didactic paradigm to a 
conversion one requires a new way of accessing 
readiness for the sacraments. The challenge is to avoid 
codifying the criteria as essential requirements and 
seeing them as subjective evidence of faith and 
conversion of heart to be in a relationship with God in 
Christ before receiving the sacrament(s).  

If the didactic model looks at catechetical knowledge 
and information delivery, what would be the readiness 
assessment criteria in a conversion model? 

It is looking for the signs of change in the person and 
their lifestyle as they immerse themselves into a way of 
faith that the community accompanies them on and 
instructs them in. So, what would be some of the signs 
of change that we would use to determine readiness for 
the sacrament(s)? 

Using the wisdom of the conversion process in the RCIA, 
we can get our solution from clauses like #41, 42, 75 and 
107. These clauses discuss the indicators of a conversion 
in mind and action such as: 

• A new sense of joy in their life around a sense of hope 
that there is more to life than has currently been lived. 
(Word, Worship, Community, Mission) 

• Becoming part of the community that has created 
purpose, belonging and meaning in their life and 
participating in community activities (Community and 
Mission) 

• A deeper sense of repentance for the life led so far 
(Word and Worship)  

• The development of a prayer life (Word and Worship) 

• Consistent participation in Sunday Mass (Word and 

Worship) 

• Preparedness to actively work with others to spread 
the Gospel (Mission) 

• To witness to their faith through their way of life 
(Mission) 

We’re looking for a deeper conversion into a relationship 
with God through Jesus not just a casual commitment 
for the sacramental instruction period. Conversion is all 
about a more intense relationship and as the 
relationship grows the community will see clear signs of 
that growth in the catechumen, baptised candidate or 
sacramental candidate. 

To achieve this paradigm shift will require some 
practicalities: 

• Moving thinking away from lesson plans and 
textbooks to one of conversion for the participants.  

• Moving out of a classroom situation into the 
community and their homes, coffee shops, sharing 
meals, and their ministry meetings and activities.  

• Moving away from set schedules to a totally flexible 
timeframe based on the individual’s progressive 
conversion to a way of faith. That is, developing a 
conversion plan for each individual, based on their 
needs and abilities rather than a one size fits all 
approach. It also accepts that sacraments may not 
necessarily be dispensed in bulk, i.e., each person will 
receive their sacrament(s) when the community 
discerns that they are ready. 

• Avoiding a checklist of criteria that a person must 
fulfil at the end of the process. Rather, it’s simple: 
discerning by the community as to the extent of 
conversion and commitment. 

The gatherings, discussions, catechetical sessions, 
participation in the community’s Sunday Mass and in the 
overall life of the community are all for helping the 
catechumen, candidate or sacramental program 
participant in their pastoral formation in the Christian 
way of life. That is, teaching how to be Catholic by doing 
the things that Catholics do. 

The paradigm shift starts with us questioning ourselves 
as to how we demonstrate living the Christian way of 
life. Am I and my fellow community members the 
example of the way of life in Christ that I am expecting 
and instructing these candidates to live? 

 (Continued from page 2) 
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An Engineer’s Testament  

accepting. But so also did dad. Coincidence, decided the 

rational evidence-based engineer. But this acceptance 

then helped me to overcome my engineer’s disbelief in 

the transubstantiation of bread to flesh, to accept that 

my role was not to understand all things but to take 

Communion in good faith as he commanded [Jn 6:48-

58]. 

I joined a Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

process to prepare for Catholic Baptism. I experienced 

the time, effort, care and expertise warmly volunteered 

to RCIA participants, my first taste of the Catholic 

Church as community. Until then I had seen God and 

religion as a private matter. And I learned what an in-

sidious thing is pride: after explaining my background at 

an early RCIA meeting, 

I discovered how 

proud I was of my hu-

mility. 

One night a friend ar-

rived with a box of 

pebbles, told me to 

choose one which 

stood out for me, and 

turn it over. I did. 

Carved underneath 

was the word PEACE.  I 

had now received that 

message twice. Anoth-

er coincidence, decid-

ed the rational evi-

dence-based engineer.  

Months later, after the 

pebble message had 

helped me cope 

through a serious dis-

ease, I decided to keep 

it in a little box in case the disease returned.  Instantly a 

powerful command burst in my head, no abstract 

thought this time but explicit words, burning in my 

brain: 

I DID NOT SEND YOU THAT MESSAGE TO HIDE IN A BOX. 

SHARE IT.  

Having demanded evidence for years, the rational evi-

dence-based engineer was stunned to silence. 

I can only describe what happened. You must come to 

your own conclusions about it, as I had to. 

 (Continued from page 3) Two days later, as a nervous first-time witness for God, 

I gave the pebble with God’s peace message to an old 

friend who was dying slowly of a terrible disease. He 

smiled, hugged and thanked me, and told me he would 

treasure it always.  Months later, the news of his death 

arrived while I was writing this paragraph. 

As my first-ever Confession approached, the accumulat-

ed sins of 71 years weighed on me. I prayed hard to 

God to help me prepare. He did; the confession was 

challenging but reassuring. The next morning I awoke 

sensing that some vital part of me was missing, and 

found it off in the distance. It was my failings. I sensed 

that with effort I could access them, but that doing so 

would cause deep sadness to God who loved me. The 

failings have since faded further, beyond desire, but not 

beyond memory or vigilance. I no longer feel incom-

plete, but whole. 

My Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion were a 

profound experience of joy and peace in the shared 

presence and happiness of my whole family and so 

many others. But after struggling for so many years, 

why did I feel unworthy of their congratulations?  The 

answer came, my greatest lesson yet:  

The struggle was not my doing, and the success was not 

mine. They belonged to God, who had pursued me with 

love, quietly but relentlessly for 71 years.  As he pur-

sues each one of us. We just need to listen for him. 



A Different Approach to RCIA Catechesis? 
By Stewart Bazzica 

I have been involved with RCIA teams since 1998 and I 
have always relied upon Lectionary Based Catechesis1 for 
the RCIA process.  This means regular meetings, lesson 
preparation and preparing a welcoming environment for 
those on the journey.  

Over the years this method has been very successful for 
a number of candidates and catechumens with whom I 
journeyed, and mostly these seekers have remained in 
the Church.  So why would I want to look at a different 
approach? 

Well, I am sure we have all experienced the feeling of 
dread each year when the new seekers become known 
to your team.  The thought of week in and week out 
RCIA can be very daunting.  And, I know many catechists 
that I have worked with have fallen away from RCIA be-
cause it is demanding, and it requires significant commit-
ment to run and maintain an effective team. 

I had the pleasure of reading Diana Macalintal’s latest 
book, “The Parish is the Curriculum”.  The Network News 
reviewed this book so I will not review the book per se, 
but rather examine the ideas contained. 

In this book Diana has postulated that the RCIA process 
could be seen as an apprenticeship in the Parish rather 
than formal Catechesis.  In other words, seekers would 
travel on a journey of experiencing parish life and parish 
groups to gain the experience of being a Catholic.  The 
candidates and catechumens would still have a sponsor 
whose role is to support, guide and aid them.  In addi-
tion, the sponsor could break open the word with them, 
preferably when they are dismissed from the Mass after 
the Homily.  The RCIA team would still meet with the 
seekers, possibly monthly to undertake a review of their 

experience over the previous month.  Diana suggest that 
if there is a need for specific catechesis or clarification it 
can be undertaken at this monthly meeting. 

So, what support is there for this approach?  Well the 
rite says that “the Initiation of the Catechumens (and 
Candidates) is a gradual process that takes place within 
the community of the faithful” (RCIA 4).  I cannot find 
any reference to the need for RCIA teams which has 
been the core of the process over many years, nor is 
there any reference of Lectionary Based Catechesis 
which is so widely used in Australia.  So, I don’t see any 
reason to exclude this model, and it may be less de-
manding on time for the RCIA team. 

So, how could this model be implemented?  It is still very 
important to establish all the basic information about 
those on the journey;  

• Where are they on their faith journey;  

• marital status and any impediments;  

• baptismal status and other core issues.   

Where the model differs is in the area of Cat-
echesis. 

For many of us the catechesis occurs at the 
weekly meeting with those on the journey.  A 
normal meeting would normally break open 
the word and relate the readings to our life 
today.  We would also include catechesis on 
becoming a Catholic.  Under the model Diana 
has suggested, the catechesis Is naturally 
built into the experience of being embedded 
in the various parish groups and ministries 
that make up the life of the parish.  For ex-
ample, choirs, prayer groups, St Vincent de 
Paul etc. 

 In this case the catechesis is experiential and 
is undertaken by the parish communities not by the RCIA 
teams.  The benefit of this model is those becoming a 
Catholic get experience in a variety of parish groups, and 
are widely introduced into parish life, potentially engag-
ing them into parish service even before they are in full 
communion with the Church. 

Is experiential apprenticeship sufficient catechesis?  Well 
in this model the Word is still broken open weekly, but 
this time by the sponsors. The monthly review with the 
RCIA team is an opportunity for sharing and asking about 
their experience.  In addition, specific catechesis can be 
undertaken at these meetings. 

In Nick Wagner’s book, “Seek the Living God” he sug-

(Continued on page 7) 

1 Lectionary Basses Catechesis is the breaking open of the Gospel in a small group exploring how it is relevant to our daily lives today. 



TeamRCIA’s Nick and Diana in OZ 

Nick Wagner and Diana Macalintal from TeamRCIA in 
Dioceses of Wollongong and Parramatta and recording 
some training videos for our CIAN webpage. 

A Different Approach to RCIA Catechesis? 

gests that because all on the journey are at different 
places in their God experience, the catechesis ‘plan’ 
needs to take this into account.  I suggest that if we 
have a catechesis plan then the monthly review is an 
ideal time to not only review the past month’s experi-
ence, but also review the progress against the catech-
esis plan. 

Nick recommends building this plan during the initial 
meeting, primarily by asking 5 core questions: 

1. Where have you been?  Explore the seekers back-
ground, faith experience and catechetical 
knowledge. 

2. Where are you now?  Who are the role models for 
the seekers?  Are they in a good space now etc. 

3. Where do you want to get to?  Goals and ambition 
on this journey. 

4. How are you going to get to where you want to go? 

5. How will you know when you have arrived?  Define 
key markers for measurement of progress. 

Armed with answers to these questions a customised 
catechesis plan can be developed.  This knowledge en-
sures key areas are covered, and time is not wasted on 
covering material that is already known. 

Can these models work in 
the parish setting?  On 
the surface it would seem 
so, but I am not sure of 
how effective the process 
will be.  I will reserve my 
judgement until after 
there is some practical 
experience. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Seek the Living God   
Five RCIA Inquiry Questions for Making Disciples. 
Nick Wagner   ISBN 9780814645161   
Garrett Publishing $29.95 Also available as an eBook. 
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It takes a community to nurture a disciple   
South Australian RCIA Conference, October 2019 

SA RCIA CONFERENCE: Friday 11th October, 2019 

Held at the Passionist Monastery Conference Centre, 
Glen Osmond, S.A 

Some preliminary thoughts: 

Earlier this month, Pope Francis named October as 
an Extraordinary Missionary month, with World 
Mission Sunday celebrated on Sunday October 
20th. 

The theme of this month’s focus is: 

‘Baptised and sent – the call to be missionary in 
Catholics’ daily lives. 

Our RCIA conference Theme 

 ‘It takes a community to nurture a Disciple.’ 

We began the conference in that spirit, coming 
along as disciples to hear the Word of God, to 
listen attentively and then to go out on mission 
together, in a spirit of unity and community. Nourished 
by our time together, with the help of key-note 
speakers, we were challenged by the dynamic Word of 
God, to share our insights and questions, to listen to the 
truth that we share and to honour the sacred in one 
another’s lives. 

Being together for this conference was a response to the 
invitation to ‘Come and see.’ 

Come and see what it means for us to be missionary 

disciples 

Come and see what the Lord is saying to us in our daily 
lives 

Come and see and listen to the stories of others seeking 
to be or become missionary disciples 

Come and see what our communities can do to support 
the search for truth and meaning in the Catholic 
tradition. 

In ‘The Joy of the Gospel,’ Pope Francis says: 

‘The church which ‘goes forth’ is a community of 
missionary disciples who take the first step, who are 
involved and supportive, who bear fruit and rejoice.’ 

Over the days of the conference we had the opportunity 
to explore what this great venture might mean for us 
personally, and therefore for our communities. 

We began the conference on the day that the church 
celebrates the feast of St. John 23rd – a remarkable man 
whose vision propelled us along the paths of seeking and 
working for Christian unity and how the Church must 
take its place in the modern world differently if the 
gospel message is to be proclaimed energetically and 
authentically. 

At the beginning of the conference, Fr. Philip Marshall 

led us in a reflection on the Gospel pathways or 
directions that form the solid basis of the renewal of 
parishes in the Archdiocese. At the heart of the matter is 
our need to be connected to one another, to be in 
relationship and to work together for the building of the 
Reign of God. 

Sr. Bernadette Kiley led us in a challenging and thought-
provoking session on what it means to be a Disciple, and 

(Continued on page 9) 
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It takes a community to nurture a disciple   
South Australian RCIA Conference, October 2019 

how Mark addressed this issue in his gospel. In this 
session, we began with the question Jesus posed to the 
disciples: “But who do you say that I am?” 

In what followed, Jesus repeatedly pointed out to the 
disciples what it would mean if they were to follow him. 
There would be suffering, misunderstanding, rejection, 
loss of life, betrayal. And yet the disciples squabbled 
among themselves as to who would be the greatest, and 
who would be the most important. Jesus’ response was 
to take a little child in his 
arms and say that if they 
wanted greatness, they 
needed to become child-
like. Not only that, they 
must be prepared to be of 
service to one another. 

Fr. Elio Capra led us in 
reflections on the following: 

Is it a RCIA Team 

or RCIA Parish? 

We considered how the 
community needs to take 
responsibility for 
welcoming, supporting and 
nourishing the stirrings of faith in those who enquire. 
This welcome extends to the sharing of faith, reflections 
on Scripture and life stories, including potential 
candidates in the works of the local parish community. 

How do the RCIA Rites shape the Catechumens and the 
whole community? 

In this session we looked at the elements that make up 
the Rites of the RCIA and how the role of the community 
is crucial. 

The third session focussed on: 

Is it content or life experience? Is it a program or 
process? 

Once again we were drawn into the community of 
disciples called to be community, to proclaim the gospel, 
to be engaged in prayer and worship and to go out on 
mission. 

We considered each of these aspects via different forms 
of Catechesis within the RCIA, namely: 

• Instructional Catechesis 

• Scriptural Catechesis 

• Liturgical Catechesis 

• Ecclesial Catechesis 

• Mystagogical Catechesis. 

We celebrated the Eucharist together as a community 
and this led into the final session: 

• How do we solve the problem of Mystagogia? 

At the heart of this section was the simple reflective 
process:  

• What did you hear? 

• What did you see?  

• What does it mean for me? 

Tribunal of the Catholic Church 

The final session of the conference was led by Sue Rivett, 
Director of the Marriage Tribunal in the Diocesan Office. 
Sue introduced the work of the Tribunal and provided 
practical information about pastoral issues relating to 
divorce, annulment, re-marriage. These challenges are 
often encountered by those in the parish who are 
supporting candidates, and conference-goers now know 
who to contact. 

Conclusion 

We began by responding to the invitation to ‘Come and 
See.’ 

As with the disciples, we came, not sure how the days 
would unfold, but we took the time, we formed a 
community for the weekend, and together we allowed 
our hearts to burn within us with the Word of God. We 
saw what the Lord was doing in each of us. 

We stayed and we pondered all these mysteries and our 
roles; we had the chance to learn more about the RCIA 
process, to share our concerns, our joys and new 
learnings. Finally, nourished by the Eucharist we shared, 
we left to go back to our daily lives, our families and our 
parishes, renewed for the journey ahead. 

Kathy Horan, RCIA Coordinator, Adelaide, S.A. 

(Continued from page 8) 



Save the Date for the National Pastoral Ministry Conference 
Thursday 9th to Saturday 11th July 2020. 

 

Keynote Speaker: Leisa Anslinger from the United States of America and a National Leader in StrengthsFinder work 
and in Parish Engagement & Stewardship. 

The Conference, coordinated by the NSW Association of Pastors, Pastoral Associates and Parish Workers (NAPPA) 
collaborating with the Christian Initiation Australia Network (CIAN), and the Oceania Mission Planners Network 
(OMPN) invites all people working in Pastoral Ministry to explore: 

• What gives life in the Spirit and renewal in our Church 

• Ways to invigorate the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults within our parishes 

• Our engagement with Plenary 2020 

Spread the word and look out for more information in coming months. Registrations for the Alive in the Spirit Con-

ference will open in February 2020. 



Book review:   
Field Hospital Catechesis -The Core Content for RCIA Formation  
Nick Wagner (Team RCIA)  (Liturgical Press, 2018) 
By Mandy Robinson 

Nick Wagner’s book is written in a passionate and engaging style where you 
can hear him speaking directly to your heart. He illustrates his teaching with 
numerous, deeply personal stories and draws heavily upon the teachings of 
Pope Francis, who of course envisions “the church as a field hospital after 
battle”.  

Nick, gives very practical advice on how Catholic parishes can evangelise and 
offer healing to those who are wounded and lost outside the confines of the 
walls of a church. RCIA teams are encouraged to spend much more training 
on how they proclaim, by sharing their own stories of faith and deep listening 
to those who are seeking. Nick clearly instructs that the role of a catechist is 
to share the mystery of Christ in ourselves and our communities (i.e. 
evangelise) and that the study of doctrine and scripture will never by itself 
foster faith.  

All through the book I came to see although Nick is speaking to RCIA teams in 
particular, he is offering a deep challenge for the church to become made up 
of RCIA parishes, not just parishes offering the RCIA. 

Here, in Australia, with the first topic of Mission and Evangelisation now 
being considered in the Plenary process, this book gives a good deal of food 
for thought. However, the structure of our parishes also largely involves families attending Catholic schools and 
many remote country areas. Nick’s expertise and wisdom in the USA cannot provide particular instruction for all 
aspects of our region.  

 Field Hospital Catechesis is a valuable resource especially for those offering formation to RCIA teams and 
parishes wanting to proclaim the Gospel to those who do not know Jesus Christ.  

 ISBN 9780814644669  

 Australian supplier: Garratt Publishing $29.95, eBook also available $17.80 from some suppliers. 

On 13th August, RCIA Catechists and Ministry leaders were privileged to participate in a workshop which explored 
the practicalities and possibilities of RCIA in parishes and schools.  A chilly, wintry Melbourne day was transformed 
by the warmth of sharing and enthusiasm of attendees. The event was sponsored by Archbishop’s Office For 
Evangelisation. Jacqui Giulano, Coordinator, Parish Leadership Formation, AOFE and Mandy Robinson, Treasurer, 
CIAN co-chaired the workshops which included options for both afternoon and evening sessions. 

Following a reflection on the virtue of LOVE, which underpins RCIA, and a brief overview of the steps and stages of 
RCIA, participants broke into two groups. One would focus on parish needs, particularly ‘growing an RCIA parish’ 
and the other would work through the challenge to adapt RCIA for children and young people in a school setting. 
Some participants were brand new to RCIA Ministry, while others brought a wealth of wisdom and experience to 
the discussions. It was the place to be for solid information and great ideas! 

A treasure trove of invaluable materials was provided. Folders bursting with information to support RCIA included 
prayer helps, concise summaries and clear graphics to use when initiating a team, explaining the process to 
inquirers and informing parishioners, 10 helps on ‘How to Teach Jesus’, data related to valid Baptisms, irregular 
marriages, Lectionary based dismissals, useful books, online resources and more! 

Inspiration was the mantra for the day. St Mary of the Cross inspired our prayer for RCIA: 

“May we keep the wisdom of St Mary of the Cross in our thoughts. 
May we hear the whisper of God in our hearts. 
May we turn our hands to service. 
And may we respond generously to the blessings of God that surround us. 
Amen.” 

Melbourne RCIA Catechists and Ministry leaders Workshop 
Mary Anne Payne 

https://garrattpublishing.com.au/product/9780814644669/
https://garrattpublishing.com.au/product/9780814644669/


Network News is the quarterly bulletin  
of the Christian Initiation Network Australia.  

The Christian Initiation Australia Network (CIAN) is a 
support network of those who share the vision of the 
catechumenate.  Its purpose is to promote the practice 
of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
through sharing ideas and challenges.  

CIAN Membership is open to all who have a  
commitment to and/or work with the RCIA  
in Australia.  

Thank you to all who contributed to this issue of  
Network News.  

To send feedback or get further information about 
items in Network News, contact the editor:  

Max Norden 
Editor, CIAN Network News 
PO Box 293, Corrimal NSW 2518  
 
M: 0414 733 823  
E: mnorden@iprimus.com.au  

The next issue will be circulated in February 2020.  

Please send stories to share, news or events  
to publicise, articles to contribute or resources  
to recommend by 10th January, 2020 to the editor,  
Max Norden, (contact details above)  
or to the CIAN chair:  

Sharon Brewer 
National Centre for Evangelisation 
GPO Box 368, Canberra ACT 2601  

M:  0466 013 534  
E:    mission@nce.catholic.org.au   


